Benign infantile epilepsy with autosomal dominant inheritance.
Benign cryptogenic infantile epilepsy occurred in 6 infants of 3 families, with similar characteristics suggesting a common physiopathology: onset between 3 and 12 months of age, clusters of brief generalized seizures easily controlled by anti-epileptic drugs, normal psychomotor development, usually normal EEG with, rarely, generalized interictal spike-waves, no recurrence after drug discontinuation, the treatment being no longer than 16 months in most cases. Identical histories were found in parents, uncles and aunts, suggesting an autosomal dominant mode of inheritance. This seems to correspond to an original form of early onset, benign infantile epilepsy.